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Assignments Packet 
English 100: Children’s Literature 

 

 
Overview 
This packet is designed to provide you with access to basic information and requirements for the 
assignments you will be required to complete in this course. Please carefully read the information below 
which applies to ALL assignments within the course: 
 

 The Rubric Packet that accompanies this Assignment Packet contains detailed rubrics that will 
be used to assess each assignment in this packet. Please be sure to carefully read each rubric 
BEFORE completing the associated assignment so that you understand exactly what I will be 
assessing in each assignment. 

 

 Each assignment will be discussed in class prior to the due date, so please pay attention 
carefully during these discussions, ask questions if you have them, and take notes.  

 

 I expect each assignment to be fully completed according to stated instructions, and will assess 
your assignments according to these expectations.   

 

 I will not allow you to re-do or re-submit incomplete or incorrectly completed assignments, so 
please be sure you read the directions carefully and ask questions if you have them 

 

 
Assignment Expectations 
Please note that ALL assignments in this course:  

 should be typed and printed for submission prior to class 
 must have the appropriate Grading Rubric from the rubric packet I provided attached before 

submission. If the rubric is no attached to your assignment, I will not accept it for submission. 
o If you misplace the rubric packet, the packet is posted on Moodle so you can print new 

copies 
 are due in class on the due date posted on the Course Schedule on the syllabus.   

o Please note that if you need to submit work late, you must follow the late-work policy 
on the syllabus. No late work will be accepted for credit that does not follow the Late 
Work Policy in its entirety.  

 must be submitted in hard copy. I do not accept email submissions. 
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Reflection Assignment (50 pts, Due 10.7) 
The texts we’ve engaged so far in the course from Adichie, Mintz, Yokota, the authors in “Race Matters,” 
and Solomon offer ideas and thoughts that create the foundation upon which this course is built. 
Because we will be engaging with these writers/speakers and their thoughts and ideas all term, I’m 
going to ask you to pause now before we move forward and reflect upon these texts and what you’ve 
taken from them. 
  

For this assignment you will: 
 Provide thoughtful, detailed responses for each of the questions below. Given the nature of the 

questions, your response to each question should be around 3-4 sentences long.  Some 
questions have more than one part, so be sure you answer each question fully. 

1. Of the five texts we’ve looked at so far, which one do you feel has offered you the most 
help in understanding our focus on diversity in this course? How/why?  

2. Choose a specific passage from the text you chose to focus on in question #1 that you 
find to be especially important. Quote this passage and underneath the passage explain 
in detail why you find this passage to be significant. 

3. In “Love No Matter What” Andrew Solomon talks about vertical and horizontal 
identities. Briefly offer a definition for each of these terms IN YOUR OWN WORDS. Then 
explain how/why you feel the concepts of vertical and horizontal identities might be 
important to this course. 

4. In “The Danger of a Single Story” Adichie talks about moments in which she has realized 
that she, too, has bought into some of the ways society has stereotyped specific groups 
of people and speaks to why she feels it’s important that each of us recognize that we 
all sometimes find ourselves having bought into stereotypes. Why do you think Adichie 
is careful to point out that we all sometimes buy into stereotypes, sometimes without 
even realizing it? How might what she says in her talk help you be more aware of some 
of the stereotypes you might have bought into? How could this awareness help you be 
more open to the conversations we’ll be having in this class? 

5.  Based on the conversations we’ve had so far in class, define diversity IN YOUR OWN 
WORDS. Then explain in detail why you feel diversity is important to the study of 
Children’s Literature. 

6. Which course goal(s) do you feel this assignment will help you work toward achieving? 
How/why?  

 

Folklore Text Share (50 points, Due 10/12 ) 
It is important for you to understand the role of folklore in Children’s Literature as well as to understand 
how folklore impacts the overall diversity of Children’s Literature.  Due to time restrictions in this 
course, we are not able to read an array of folklore texts together as a class, especially not one broad 
enough to demonstrate diversity within folklore.  So, for this assignment, you will each choose a folklore 
text to read and focus on and share with your classmates. 
 

 For this assignment you will: 
1. Select a folklore text to read and share with the class. 
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o  The text you choose must be one that depicts a folklore story that is not already 
familiar to you. This will be important in helping you answer the questions found later 
in the assignment 

 You may choose to use either a physical book or an online version of a tale. 
Please note you will be expected to have the text available in class on 10.12, so 
if you choose an electronic text, please be sure to bring an electronic device to 
class with you that will allow you to access the text. If you choose a physical 
book, please bring the book to class with you on 10.12. 

 If you wish to use an online text, here are some sites I recommend: 

 http://spiritoftrees.org/ 

 http://www.aaronshep.com/stories/folk.html 
 If you which to use a physical book, here are two lists of diverse folklore that 

may help you find a book of interest: 

 http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/multicultural-folktales-list  

 http://www.cmlibrary.org/Bookhive/books/category.asp?category=fo  

2. Read the text carefully and fully. If your text is illustrated, also pay careful attention to 

the illustrations as you read. 

3. Write about the text you chose (This will be submitted in class on 10.12). Provide 

complete typed answers to the following ALL of the following questions. Please be sure your 
answers are written in complete sentences: 

1. Please provide the following information for the text you chose: title, author, illustrator 
(if there is one) and publication date  

2. What features of this text do you feel make it fit into the genre of folklore? (Use the 
folklore handout and your notes from class to help you answer this question.) 

3. Given that this was a text you were unfamiliar with prior to this class, why did you 
choose this text for the assignment? 

4. In what way is this text different from folklore texts you were exposed to prior to this 
course?  

5. In what ways is the text similar to folklore you were already familiar with?  
6. Do you feel this text contributes in some way to diversity in children’s literature? If so, 

how do you feel it accomplishes this? If not, how do you feel the text reinforces the 
“norm” of what’s expected in Children’s Literature? 

7. What archetype(s) did you see in this text? 
8. What motif(s) did you see in this text?  
9. What Course Goals (as listed on the syllabus) do you feel this assignment will help you 

achieve? Why? 
 

In-Class Presentation Assignment (200 points total)  

Proposals due IN CLASS on 10/14—there will be no exceptions or extensions for this due date 
Individual Presentation Due Dates will be assigned when Proposals are returned 
 

Overview of Assignment 
 One of the areas of Children’s Literature that has become increasingly important since the 1970’s is 
visual, multimedia texts, especially children’s movies and T.V. shows.  These multimedia texts have been 
especially vital in terms of creating diversity within Children’s Literature. Because of time limitations, it 

http://spiritoftrees.org/
http://www.aaronshep.com/stories/folk.html
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/multicultural-folktales-list
http://www.cmlibrary.org/Bookhive/books/category.asp?category=fo
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isn’t possible for us to watch a range of these types of texts together during class time.  So, to 
incorporate them into the course, each of you will do an in-class presentation this term that focuses on 
informing the class of the importance of one movie or T.V. show to the study of diversity within 
Children’s Literature.  The film or TV show you choose must have been released between 1970 and the 
present, must have an intended audience of children age 13 or younger, and you must be able to make 
an argument that it’s contributed to some area of diversity within Children’s Literature. 
 

Working Solo or in a Group 
For your presentation, you may work alone or in groups of two or three.  

 If you choose to work alone, you must agree to the following stipulations: 1) You are 
responsible for all aspects of your presentation from the proposal, to research, to the actual 
presentation; 2) Once you’ve committed to working solo, you may not change your mind and 
decide to join a group; 3) If you are not in class for the assigned date/time of your presentation, 
you forfeit all points for this assignment.  

 
 If you choose to work in a group, you must agree to the following stipulations: 1) The 

instructor is not responsible for negotiating inter-group communication or workload; 2) All 
group members will be assigned the same grade; 3) Once you’ve committed to working in a 
group, you may not decide you wish to work alone; 4) All members of the group must speak 
during the presentation; 5) If you are not in class for your group presentation, you forfeit all 
points for this assignment.   

 

Time Requirements 
Working Alone:  5-6 minutes 
Group of Two:    7-8 minutes 
Group of Three: 9-10 minutes 
 

Presentation Requirements 
Presentation Proposal 

Each individual or group will complete an In-Class Presentation Proposal. Your proposal must be 
submitted on the In-Class Presentation Proposal sheet I provide.  This Proposal is due in class on 
10/14.  I will read your Proposal and provide you feedback that you can then use to help you 
develop your presentation.  When your Proposal is approved, I will assign you an In-Class 
Presentation Date.  This date is FIRM and you/your group must be prepared to present on this date 

 
Content of Presentation 

Your presentation content must achieve ALL four components listed below. 
1. Focus on a single movie/T.V. show created for an audience 13 or younger and released 

from 1970-present and accessible to children in the U.S. 
 You must be able to make an argument that the movie/T.V. show you choose has 

made some contribution to diversity in Children’s Literature in the U.S. 

2. Answer BOTH of the following two questions:  
 Why and how is this specific film/TV show important/connected to the 

conversations we are having in this class about Children’s Lit?  To answer this 
question you should clearly situate the film/TV show within conversations we’ve 
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had in class.  This can included making connections between your film/TV show and 
other texts (books, films, TV shows) we’ve discussed in class,  making connections 
between your film/TV show and themes/motifs we’ve discussed in class, and/or 
connecting your film/TV show with the theory (Adichie, Mintz, Bang, etc.) we’ve 
read and discussed in class.   

 Why and how is this specific film/TV show important to the overall diversity of 
Children’s Literature?  To answer this question, you will need to use the research 
you’re required to conduct for this presentation. Your research should allow you to 
make a claim about how/why the film/TV show you’ve chosen is important to the 
overall diversity found within Children’s Literature in the U.S. For most TV 
shows/films it will make the most sense to concentrate your research/argument in 
one area. So for example if you want to make the claim that your film shows 
characters on a gender spectrum instead of in a gender binary, you would likely 
concentrate your research on gender and your argument on the contribution your 
film makes to gender diversity in Children’s Lit. 

3. Include information from research you did about the film or TV show to support the 
claim you make about how/why this film or TV show is important to the study of Children’s 
Literature beyond our classroom.   

 You must be able to supply the instructor with a Works Cited page with a minimum 
of 3 sources you include in your presentation. The film/TV show you’re focusing 
on, any required reading for the course including children’s books and theory 
we’re reading together as a class, articles from Wiki, or video clips from the 
film/TV show DO NOT count toward the minimum 3 required sources.  This Works 
Cited page is due when you give your presentation 

4. Engage your audience and be presented with enthusiasm 
 

IMPORTANT Notes about the Presentation Assignment 
 While you should include a SHORT (30 seconds or less) summary of the film/TV show near the 

beginning of the presentation to help those not familiar with the text, this presentation should 
not be a summary of the film/TV show or focus on the summary.  The focus of the presentation 
should be answering the two questions listed in the criteria above 

 The presentation should provide specific examples from particular scenes or episodes to provide 
evidence for the claims you make in your presentation.  

 While you may certainly show SHORT clips from the Movie/TV show, the TOTAL length of these 
clips during your presentation should not exceed 1 minute per member of your group. 

 

Presentation Dos and Don’ts 
In your presentation DO: 

 Engage your audience. 

 Provide clear, detailed, well-supported answers to the two central questions that are the focus 
of this presentation assignment. 

 Connect your movie/TV show clearly to the study of diversity in children’s literature by making 
solid connections between your movie/TV show and other texts or themes/ideas we’ve 
discussed in this course. 

 Include visuals such as movie clips, GIFs, websites, etc.  You have the use of a computer with 
internet, laptop connections, and a document camera that are all connected to the projector.  
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You also have the white board space to write/draw on if you wish.  Remember that the total 
length of movie/T.V. show clips included in the presentation should not exceed one minute 
per group member. 

 Include ways for your audience to interact with your presentation if possible. 

 Speak loud enough so everyone can hear you. 

 Have notes with you.  Even if you think you don’t need them, it’s nice to have them handy if you 
get nervous and forget where you’re going. 

 Be sure that if you’re presenting in a group your group members each know when they should 
be speaking and that there’s some transition between what each person says so the 
presentation feels like it works as a whole rather than several mini-presentations put together. 

 Practice before you give your presentation.  While this is useful for everyone, it’s especially 
helpful for those of you who are shy or get nervous during public speaking. 

 Be sure your presentation is the correct length for the size of your group (expected lengths are 
on the presentation assignment instructions).  It’s important to have your presentation be long 
enough but also to be sure it doesn’t go over your designated time.  Part of the challenge of the 
assignment is fitting your presentation into the length requirement. 

 Have fun! Remember that no one is expecting you to be perfect or even to be comfortable 
presenting, just to be well prepared and willing. And the more fun you’re having while you 
present, the easier it will be to engage your audience and help them get excited about your 
presentation. 
 

In your presentation DON’T: 
 Focus on why your movie/TV show is “good” or “bad” or “appropriate” or “inappropriate” for 

children.  These are value judgments and they don’t work to make your movie/TV show relevant 
to the study of children’s literature, nor can you prove these claims with evidence as the 
definitions of “good,” “bad,” “appropriate,” and “inappropriate” aren’t agreed upon.  

 Confuse tokenism in your chosen TV show/film for diversity. 

 Focus your presentation on a plot summary of the movie.  Remember that the goal of this 
presentation is to make and support and argument that this movie/T.V. show is important to the 
study of diversity in Children’s Literature both in this class and beyond this class. 

 Focus on what you think a movie “teaches” children.  In order to prove that the movie “teaches” 
something you would have to do official research interviewing children who have seen the 
movie.  This is not something you have time to do in this course.  And it is also an approach that 
is more appropriate for an education class than a literature course 

 Create a PowerPoint or other visual presentation in which the slides are simply an outline of 
your presentation.  PowerPoint shows should add a visual aspect to the presentation, 
enhancing, not repeating what you are saying during the presentation. 

 Create posters that are too small to see or difficult to read from the back of the room. In most 
cases, it’s better to use the available technology to ensure your audience can see the visuals you 
want to share with them. You have multiple ways—computer, internet, document cam—to use 
the projector in the class to share visual images that can be seen by everyone.  Using the 
projector is really simple and I’m happy to show anyone who needs a bit of help/guidance how 
to use it before their presentation 

 Treat the presentation as a speech. Speeches entail a speaker talking at an audience and follow 
a strict format.  The audience is not expected or expecting to participate in a speech.  During a 
presentation, the audience typically is expecting that there will be some way to interact with the 
material as it is being presented.  This requires a different approach than preparing a speech 
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 Talk only to the instructor.  You’re presenting to the entire class, not your instructor.  So be sure 
you’re looking around the audience and talking to everyone 

 Attempt to present unprepared.  This is rude and disrespectful to everyone, including you, and 
will cause you not to earn a passing grade on this assignment, which is a significant portion of 
your total grade in this course. 

 

Guiding Questions Assignment (100 points each, see syllabus for due dates) 
Twice during the quarter your group (A, B, C, D, or E) will be responsible for leading the in-class 
discussion of the text (or portion of a text) that we’re reading for class that day.  Each of you will 
complete this assignment individually, even though you will work together as a small group in class to 
lead the discussion of the text.   

 
For this assignment you must: 

1. Create four critical, open-ended questions that will help start a conversation about the 
text we’ve read for class that day.  You want to avoid closed-ended questions, as they do 
not start conversations.  For instance you would not want to ask, “In the Wizard of Oz, what 
color are the shoes Dorothy gets from the Wicked Witch of the East?”  A more effective 
question would be to ask “In The Wizard of Oz, how do you feel that the shoes Dorothy 
receives from the Wicked Witch of the East are significant to the storyline and/or the 
development of Dorothy’s character?” 

a. Be sure that your questions are directly connected to the text.  In fact, at least two 
of them should refer directly to a quote or passage within the text.  Be sure to cite 
the passage/quote in correct MLA format. 

2. Compose an in-depth critical response (1-2 pgs single spaced) which offers a detailed 
answer to ONE of the guiding questions you wrote.   

a. This response must use direct quotes/evidence/examples from the text throughout 
your response to support the claim you make in your answer. See the sample 
Critical Response I supply in class during our discussion of Part One of Wizard of Oz 
as an example of what’s expected in this portion of the assignment.  

 

Formatting Requirements:  
 Your name, group letter, and the date on which your questions are due should be listed in the 

top right hand corner of your paper.   

 You should have a heading that reads “Guiding Questions.”  Below that should be your list of 
questions.  Please use bullet points for the questions.  Please bold the question you plan to 
answer in your critical response. 

 You should then have a heading that reads “Critical Response.”  Below that should come your 1-
2 page single spaced critical response.  You do not need to re-type the question at the start of 
your response.   

At the bottom of your response you should have a citation for the text in correct MLA format. 
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Decades Picture Book Text Share (50 points, Due 11.2) 
In this assignment we are going to look at picture book texts that have been published in the last 50 
years.  Many significant changes have taken place in the publication of picture books during this time 
period.  Each of you will select one specific text to examine closely and then in class you will participate 
in small and large group discussions to examine the changes that have occurred in picture books during 
this time period. 

1. Select a text  
a. Be sure your text is a picture book by the definition given in class.  
b. Be sure you bring the text with you to class on 11.2. 
c. Be sure your text was published for the first time in the specific decade your group 

(based on Guiding Question Groups) was assigned— Guiding Question Group A: 1960’s; 
Group B: 1970’s; Group C: 1980’s; Group D: 1990’s; Group E: 2000-2010. If you aren’t 
sure when a book was originally published, Google will quickly tell you. In the search box 
on Google simply type in the title of the book followed by the word “published.” The 
first result will give you the original publication date. It will look like this: 

 
2. Read the text carefully and thoughtfully, paying attention to both the written text and 

the illustrations. 
3. Write about the text you chose (This must be submitted in class on 11.2) 

 Answer the following questions about the text you chose.  Answers should be written in 
complete sentences.  Be sure that you answer all questions. 
1. What is the title, author, illustrator, and ORIGINAL publication date for the book you 

chose? 
2. Why did you choose this specific text? (Your answer should go beyond saying 

“because it was published in the decade I was assigned”) 
3. What age range do you think is the intended audience of this book? Explain why. 
4. Do you think this text contributes in some way to the overall diversity of Children’s 

Literature? If so, explain how. If not explain why you think it doesn’t. 
5. Make one connection between the text you chose and one other text we’ve 

discussed so far in the course.  Explain the connection and why you think it might be 
important. 

6. Choose an illustration from your book.  Identify one of Molly Bang’s principles is at 
work in this illustration and explain how the principle is being used. 

7. What Course Goals (as listed on the syllabus) do you feel this assignment will help 
you achieve? Why? 

 

Illustration Assignment 75 points (Due 11.4) 
Over the course of the quarter we will devote much time to carefully “reading” and analyzing 
illustrations in the children’s literature texts we read.  Early in the quarter, I introduced you to Molly 
Bang’s basic principles of illustration theory.  We will continue to look at and build upon her ideas over 
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the course.  Your job in this assignment will be to use the things you’ve learned from Bang and our 
discussions of illustration to create an illustration of your own for a scene in a novel for child readers.   

 
For this assignment you must: 

1. Choose a scene from any children’s novel.  You may use the novels you read for this 
class, or you may choose a different novel that you enjoy. You may NOT use a picture book 
scene for this assignment.  (Some novels have illustrations.  If this is the case for the novel 
you choose, please choose a scene that wasn’t already illustrated.)   

2. Type up the quote/section from the novel you want to illustrate.  Be sure you use 
correct MLA citations for the quote and that you create a correct MLA citation for the novel 
you use. 

3. Illustrate the scene from the novel, Molly Bang style. In your illustration you should do the 
following 

a. Use exactly four colors of construction paper (including the background color)  
b. Use only basic shapes—circle, square, rectangle, triangle, diamond, oval, etc. that 

can be cut out with a pair of scissors. Do not use exacto knives or drawing/painting 
of any kind. These will result in choices too detailed for this assignment. If you can’t 
cut it out with regular scissors, you shouldn’t include it.  

4. Write a explanation (1-2 pages single spaced) of the choices you made when creating 
the illustration in order to try to make your illustration as effective as possible.  Be sure to 

a.  refer directly to Molly Bang’s Principles in your explanation. This means you must 
call out specific principles Bang identifies. You are not expected to use all 10, but 
you should use at least half of the Principles. 

b. explain how you employed these principles in your illustration. 
c. explain why you chose each of the colors you include in the illustration. 
d. Identify which course goal(s), as they are listed on the syllabus, you think this 

assignment will help you achieve and briefly explain why 
 

Connecting Texts Assignment (125 points, Due 12/2) 
One of the things that you should learn to do over the course of the term is to make connections 
between/across various texts.  While these connections can appear in many ways, one of the most 
frequent is connecting texts through recurring themes (motifs).  This assignment will help you to solidify 
your understanding of how texts are connected by themes and explore what these connections might 
say about Children’s Literature. This assignment should be 1-2 pages single spaced in length. 

 

For this Assignment you must: 
1.  Identify a specific theme you’ve see in Children’s Literature this term 

2. Choose three texts we’ve read together this term that you feel contain this theme 

3. Provide specific quotes/passages from all three texts that demonstrates that  they include 
this theme 

4. Make and develop an assertion about why you feel this theme recurs in and is important to 
Children’s Literature. (This should take several paragraphs to accomplish—note how it’s 
weighted in the assessment of the assignment.) 

 
 


