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English 100: Children’s Literature 
Who’s There? Critically Engaging Issues of Diversity in Children’s Literature 
Fall 2015 
CRN: 22529 
Monday/Wednesday 
Building 4/Room 202 
 

Instructor 
Dr. Sarah M. Lushia 
(You may call me: Sarah, Dr. Lushia, or Ms. Lushia)  

Email: lushias@lanecc.edu  
Office: Center Building 439L 
Mailbox: Center Building 457 
Office Hours: Monday:   10:15-11:15am 

Tuesday:   9:00-11:00am 
Wednesday:  10:15-11:15am 
Thursday:  9:00-10:00am 
Friday:    I schedule Friday office hours by appointment. If you  

wish to meet on a Friday, send me an email earlier in 
the week with times you are available on Friday and 
we’ll schedule a meeting. 

Please note that office hours work on a first come, first seen basis. I will meet 
with students in the order they arrive. I will always try to see all students who 
come for office hours, but sometimes my schedule will not permit me to stay 
beyond posted office hours, in which case, I will meet with as many students (in 
their order of arrival) as possible.  Please do not walk into my office if I’m 
meeting with another student, but please do be sure you walk by my door and I 
see and acknowledge you when you arrive. 
By Appointment:  Email me to make an appointment if you can’t attend 

regularly scheduled office hours.   
Open Door Policy: If I’m in my office outside office hours and my door is 

open, feel free to stop by and ask questions.  If I’m in 
my office, but my door is closed, this means I’m 
unavailable. 

 

Access for All Students 

Lane strives to make the campus and individual courses accessible to all students. If you need support or 
assistance because of a disability, you may be eligible for academic accommodations through the Center 
for Accessible Resources (CAR).  To request assistance or accommodations related to disability, contact 
the CAR at (541) 463-5150 (voice), 711 (TTY), AccessibleResources@lanecc.edu (email), or stop by 
Building 1, Room 218. Please note that I cannot discuss issues related to ability or accommodations in 
the classroom due to issues of confidentiality, but am happy to talk to you in my office.  If you have a 
Letter of Accommodation from the CAR, please email me to arrange a meeting during office hours as 
soon as possible so we can discuss which of these accommodations you will need in this course and how 
to best provide them. 

 

mailto:lushias@lanecc.edu
tel:+1-541-463-5150
mailto:accessibleresources@lanecc.edu
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Note About Syllabi 
Syllabi are official contracts between instructors and students for specific courses. They clearly outline 
the expectations, class policies, and assignments a student will be responsible for in the class. They also 
outline the instructor’s responsibilities such as the course goals the will help students achieve, their 
office hours and other availability, as well as the assessment tools/assignments they will use in the 
course to help students achieve the course goals and to determine grades. Once you have been given a 
syllabus, if you remain registered that you agree to abide by the contract the syllabus sets for the 
course.  You will be required to sign a syllabus contract during the first week of class that makes your 
commitment to this contract official.  
 

Course Info 
Course Description 
Children’s Literature is a wide-ranging introductory course, which considers the ways our culture and 
history have defined and created what “childhood” and Children’s Litearture.  The class includes a 
variety of material including folktales, picture books, and novels.  Students will develop criteria for the 
selection and evaluation of literature for children at different developmental stages.  Students will 
explore current debates in and around children’s literature, scholarship, classroom use, and publishing.  
This course features a broad range of written texts and touches on a variety of media, including film, 
cartoons, television, and print.  Though many students who take the course are, or will be, working with 
children, the course addresses children’s literature from a literary perspective, discussing texts from 
theoretical as well as a pedagogical framework.  A major aim of the class is to introduce students to 
recent and emerging authors to broaden familiarity with current material available to young people.   

Additional Information About This Section of the Course 
This class will focus specifically on the theme “Who’s There? Critically Engaging Issues of Diversity in 
Children’s Literature.” During the course we will critically engage questions about who does and does 
not appear in books sold and marketed for children in the U.S. Assignments and discussions will focus on 
engaging in meaningful ways with diversity. When many people hear the term “diversity” they assume 
that it is referring only to issues of ethnicity and race. While race/ethnicity will certainly be an 
important part of our conversations about diversity in this course, diversity, as we will use the term, 
indicates a much wider set of issues including, but not limited to: social class, language, learning 
styles, age, geographic location, religion, learning ability, family type, physical ability, location on the 
gender spectrum, nationality, and sexuality. Early in the course, as a class, you will create the broad 
definition of diversity we will work with this term.  
 

Required Texts 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900)   L. Frank Baum 
Beezus and Ramona (1955)    Beverly Cleary 
Corduroy (1968)     Don Freedman  
My Many Colored Days (1996)    Dr. Seuss 
Esperanza Rising (2000)     Pam Muñoz Ryan 
We Are in a Book (2010)    Mo Williams 
Brown Girl Rising (2014)     Jacqueline Woodson 
Mix it Up (2014)     Herve Tullet  
Please Note: Some of the texts required for this course will be made available to you for free on our 
Moodle Course page. It is expected that you will have consistent access to Moodle and the materials 
posted to our course page throughout the course. 
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Course Goals 
(Please note that at the end of the term you will be responsible for providing evidence from your work 
throughout the term that demonstrates that you’ve met each of these course goals.) 

In this course, students will: 
1. Gain familiarity with a variety of texts for young readers across genres and historical periods 
2. Learn to identify various genres and sub-genres within Children’s Literature and gain familiarity 

with some of the criteria used by teachers, publishers, and librarians for evaluating Children’s 
Literature 

3. Critically consider  a variety of texts such as cartoons, TV shows, movies, and advertisements 
aimed at children as part of the larger scope of the study of Children’s Literature 

4. Critically consider how social, political, cultural, economic, geographic, and historical factors 
affect the lived experiences of children, as well as the norms and expectations of childhood in 
various places and times 

5. Identify how social, political, cultural, economic, and historical factors influence the creation, 
publication, and interpretation of literature for young children  

6. Critically read  and engage with texts written for children, paying careful attention to issues 
related to diversity (or lack thereof) within these texts 

7. Identify some of the major motifs and archetypes in Children’s Literature 
8. Craft and present coherent arguments about both the Children’s Literature texts and the theory 

covered in this course in written assignments, in-class discussions, and oral presentations 
9. Examine the role children’s literature plays in the literacy process 

 

Lane’s Core Learning Outcomes 
In addition to individual Course Goals provided for each course you’ll take at Lane, 
Lane Community College also has a set of five Core Learning Outcomes (CLOs) that 
are central to the liberal education approach that is the heart of Lane.  According to 
Lane’s Assessment website, “The liberal education approach can empower our 
students to become global citizens, capable of communicating across borders and 

critically analyzing the evolving issues and problems they face.”  Because the CLOs are central to the 
liberal education approach at Lane, each course you take here will address one or more of the CLOs.  For 
more detailed information on the CLOs, please visit: http://www.lanecc.edu/assessment/core-learning-
outcomes 
We will consistently be engaging with the 5 CLOs throughout this course. Please familiarize yourself 
with the CLOs using the detailed definitions provided below.  

 
Think Critically 
Critical thinking is an evaluation process that involves questioning, gathering, and analyzing opinions and 
information relevant to the topic or problem under consideration. Critical thinking can be applied to all 
subject areas and modes of analysis (historical, mathematical, social, psychological, scientific, aesthetic, 
literary, etc.). Students who think critically: 

 Identify and define key issues 

 Determine information need, find and cite relevant information 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the context and complexity of the issue 

 Integrate other relevant points of view of the issue 

 Evaluate supporting information and evidence 

 Construct appropriate and defensible reasoning to draw conclusions 

 
 

http://www.lanecc.edu/assessment/core-learning-outcomes
http://www.lanecc.edu/assessment/core-learning-outcomes
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Engage Diverse Values with Civic and Ethical Awareness 
Engaged students actively participate as citizens of local, global and digital communities. Engaging 
requires recognizing and evaluating one's own views and the views of others. Engaged students are alert 
to how views and values impact individuals, circumstances, environments and communities. Students 
who engage: 

 Recognize and clarify personal values and perspectives 

 Evaluate diverse values and perspectives of others 

 Describe the impact of diverse values and perspectives on individuals, communities, and the 
world 

 Demonstrate knowledge of democratic values and practices 

 Collaborate with others to achieve shared goals 

Create ideas and solutions 
Creative thinking is the ability and capacity to create new ideas, images and solutions, and combine and 
recombine existing images and solutions. In this process, students use theory, embrace ambiguity, take 
risks, test for validity, generate new questions, and persist with the problem when faced with resistance, 
obstacles, errors, and the possibility of failure. Students who create: 

 Experiment with possibilities that move beyond traditional ideas or solutions. Embrace ambiguity 
and risk mistakes  

 Explore or resolve innovative and/or divergent ideas and directions, including contradictory ideas  

 Utilize technology to adapt to and create new media  

 Invent or hypothesize new variations on a theme, unique solutions or products; transform and 
revise solution or project to completion  

 Persist when faced with difficulties, resistance, or errors; assess failures or mistakes and rework  

 Reflect on successes, failures, and obstacles 

Communicate effectively 
Students who communicate effectively must be able to interact with diverse individuals and groups, and 
in many contexts of communication, from face-to-face to digital. Elements of effective communication 
vary by speaker, audience, purpose, language, culture, topic, and context. Effective communicators value 
and practice honesty and respect for others, exerting the effort required to listen and interact 
productively. Students who communicate effectively: 

 Select an effective and appropriate medium (such as face-to-face, written, broadcast, or digital) 
for conveying the message  

 Create and express messages with clear language and nonverbal forms appropriate to the 
audience and cultural context  

 Organize the message to adapt to cultural norms, audience, purpose, and medium  

 Support assertions with contextually appropriate and accurate examples, graphics, and 
quantitative information  

 Attend to messages, check for shared meaning, identify sources of misunderstanding, and signal 
comprehension or non-comprehension  

 Demonstrate honesty, openness to alternative views, and respect for others' freedom to dissent 

Apply Learning: 
Applied learning occurs when students use their knowledge and skills to solve problems, often in new 
contexts. When students also reflect on their experiences, they deepen their learning. By applying 
learning, students act on their knowledge. Students who apply learning: 

 Connect theory and practice to develop skills, deepen understanding of fields of study and 
broaden perspectives 

 Apply skills, abilities, theories or methodologies gained in one situation to new situations to solve 
problems or explore issues 

 Use mathematics and quantitative reasoning to solve problems 

 Integrate and reflect on experiences and learning from multiple and diverse contexts 
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Policies 

Attendance: This class will function as a discussion-based learning community.  As such regular 

attendance to the class is essential for your success.  I expect you to be here, on time, and prepared for 
whatever we’re doing in class each day.  Absences in excess of two and/or being chronically 
unprepared or late for class will result in lowering of your class participation grade as well as your 
overall grade in the course. If there is an illness, family emergency, or other such unexpected issue 
happening in your life, please make me aware of this as soon as possible so we can negotiate absences. 
Absences in excess of 6 will result in automatic failure of the course. 

 Missed Class: If you miss class, you are first to contact classmates and get notes/handouts you 
missed. So please be sure you have some form of contact information for a few classmates so 
you can contact them.  You are responsible for any material covered in class you miss—including 
instructions for assignments.  If you want/need clarification of something you missed in class 
AFTER you have gotten notes/handouts from classmates, I’m happy to provide this information 
in office hours or via email.  However, I will not answer the question: “What did I miss in class?”   

 
Late Work Policy: (If you’re absent the day an assignment is due you must also follow this policy. 

Being absent for class does NOT provide you with an automatic extension on assignments due that day.) 
Only late work that follows all steps of the procedure below will be accepted for credit.   

1. If there is a reason you cannot submit an assignment on time, please contact me via email as 
soon as possible to request an extension on the deadline.  In most cases, I expect that you will 
request this extension no later than the end of the day on which the assignment was due.   

2. I will respond to your email and, if granting you an extension, provide you with a new due date.  
3. PRINT the email I sent you which includes the new due date.  Staple this email to the top of the 

completed assignment, and submit the assignment by the new due date.   

 
Cell Phones: The use of cell phones for communication purposes often creates unnecessary 

distractions in classroom spaces. These distractions inhibit your learning and the learning of those 
around you. The use of your cell phone during in-class conversations and presentations is also rude and 
disrespectful and is not acceptable behavior in this class. Below is the cell phone policy which everyone 
will be expected to follow during class meetings for this course. 

 Cell phones should be off or on silent during this class. Leaving on the ring tone or leaving your 
phone on vibrate is not acceptable. 

 Cell phones may be used during class only for educational purposes such as looking up 
information during small group work, finding definitions of unfamiliar words, taking pictures of 
notes on the dry-erase board, and recording lectures. Please note that taking pictures of people 
or recording audio in the classroom without the knowledge/consent of myself and your 
classmates is unethical and prohibited. 

 ANY cell phone use not directly related to enhancing your learning in this course is prohibited. 
This includes but is not limited to: phone calls, texting, use of social media, and surfing the 
web. Using your cell phone for non-academic purposes in this class may result in you being 
asked to leave the class and being marked absent for the class period.   

 I realize that life happens to all of us and that sometimes emergencies arise that require our 
attention. If you have a personal emergency during a specific class period that you may need to 
attend to, please let me know at the beginning of class. For the duration of that class period, you 
will be allowed to have your phone on vibrate and be asked to sit next to the door so you can 



6 
 

step out to answer a phone call or text related to the personal emergency if necessary. Please 
do not answer your phone or respond to text messages while still in the classroom. 

 

Academic (Dis)Honesty: Quoted directly from LCC’s Policies: “Students are expected to conduct 
their academic affairs in a forthright and honest manner. In the event that students are suspected of 
classroom cheating, plagiarism or otherwise misrepresenting their work, they will be subject to due 
process as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.” In plain language: Do your own work.  If you’re 
struggling, ask for help. There is no legitimate reason for work that is not your own.  
 

Citation and Formatting: You will be expected to conform to the citation and formatting 

requirements of MLA in this course.  I will provide a handout that offers basic information about 
documenting sources in MLA format. You can also get additional help with citations in the Lane Writing 
Center (Center Bld, room 211), during my office hours, or in the library.  
 

Classroom Conduct/Respect: Respecting other students, yourself, your instructor, and any guest 

that may attend class is a requirement in this course. In order for deep, genuine engagement and 
learning to occur, the classroom must feel like a safe and respectful place to those within it. In this class 
we will be talking about many sensitive issues. The only way to facilitate open and constructive 
conversations about these issues is to create a safe learning environment. This does not mean that you 
cannot express disagreement with an idea that is raised in class or present a different point of view.  
Without people presenting multiple views of a topic, no genuine and constructive conversations will 
occur. What it does mean is that in all instances, including those in which you are disagreeing with 
someone else’s ideas, you must be respectful in your tone and choice of words. It also means that you 
cannot disregard, diminish, or belittle someone else’s point of view because yours differs from theirs. It 
is totally possible to express a different point of view without suggesting that it is the “right” point of 
view or should be the only point of view. Disrespect will not be tolerated in this classroom, as it is 
counter to creating safe learning spaces. This includes but is not limited to: dismissing someone else’s 
ideas, name calling, raising your voice at another individual, using  ethnic/racial slurs, homophobic 
language, or sexist language, disparaging someone’s religion, class, community, or background or 
attempting to silence someone either while they are speaking or by preventing them from speaking. It 
also includes asking/expecting someone from a particular group to speak on behalf of this group. No one 
person can speak on behalf of anyone but themselves and shouldn’t be expected to. 
 

Grading and Assessment 
Overview 
It is possible to earn 1000 total points in this course.  Below you will find a chart of how the 
points/percentages you earn in this course translate into letter grades. 
Points Earned  Percentage of Possible Points  Final Letter Grade 
955-1000  96%-100%    A+ 
925-954   93%-95%    A 
895-924   90%-92%    A- 
865-894   87%-89%    B+ 
825-864   83%-86%    B 
795-824   80%-82%    B- 
765-794   77%-79%    C+ 
725-764   73%-76%    C 
695-724   70%-72%    C- 
665-694   67%-69%    D+ 
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625-664   63%-66%    D 
595-624   60%-62%    D- 
0-594   0%-59%     F    

 
Breakdown of Possible Earned Points in Course  1000 points total 
Guiding Question Assignments       200pts (2@100pts each) 
Text Shares        100pts (2@50 pts each) 
Reflection Assignment         50pts 
Illustration Assignment          75pts  
Connecting Texts Assignment      100pts 
In-Class Presentation       200pts  
Class Participation       100pts  
End-of-Term Course Goal/CLO Analysis    175pts 

 
Important Note on Assignments 
Assignments are key components in ensuring that you meet the course goals listed on the syllabus. All 
assignments are directly tied to one or more of the course goals and to one or more of Lane’s CLOs. So if 
you want to do well in this course, you not only need to complete all assignments, you also need to take 
the assignments seriously and realize that they are a key component to your overall learning in this 
course. Detailed instructions will be distributed and discussed in class for each assignment listed above.  
It is your responsibility to ask questions and take notes about the assignments before they are due to 
ensure that you fully understand what you’re being asked to do in each assignment so you can 
successfully complete it.  
 

Contact Information for Important Places on Campus 

Academic Advising                                        Building #1/Room 103            541.463.3200 
Academic Learning Skills                                            Building 11/Room 246              541.463.5439 
Academic Technology Center (ATC)  Building 2/ Room 122  541.463.3377 
Career and Employment Services                          Building #1/ Room 102           541.463.5167 
Center for Accessible Resources   Building #1/Room 218                  541.463.5150 
Child Care                                                         Building #24/Room 114          541.463.5519 
Computer Labs                   See: http://www.lanecc.edu/it/computerlabs            541.463.3333 
Counseling                                                                Building #1/ Room 103           541.463.3200 
Health Clinic                                                                 Building #18/Room 101          541.463.5665 
Legal Services                                                            Building #1/Room 201A         541.463.5365 
Library                Center Building                     541.463.5220 
English Dept Office    Center/457   541.463.5419 
Multicultural Center                                                   Building #1/Room 201            541.463.5276 
Queer/Straight Alliance                                        Building #1/ Room 206           541.463.5331 
Student Government                                                 Building #1/Room 210            541.463.5290 
Student Life/Leadership Development        Building #1/Room 206            541.463.5336 
Substance Abuse Prevention                                  Building #1/Room 226            541.463.5178 
Titan Bookstore                                                          Center Building/ 1st Floor   541.463.5256 
Tutoring Information               See: http://www.lanecc.edu/tutor/tutor-central  541.463.5783 
Veterans’ Services                                                      Building #1/ Room 215                 541.463.5497 
Women’s Program                                                     Building #1/ Room 202                 541.463.5353 
Writing Center                                                            Center/Room 211          541.463.5439 

http://www.lanecc.edu/it/computerlabs
http://www.lanecc.edu/tutor/tutor-central
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Course Schedule (with due dates) 
Monday 9.28 

In Class:  Introductions 
  Overview/expectations of course 
  Introduction to the genres of Children’s Lit 
Homework:  Read excerpt from Mintz (posted on Moodle) 
  Carefully and fully read syllabus 
  Print/sign syllabus contract (posted on Moodle) Due in class 9/30 

 
Wednesday 9.30 

In Class: Signed copy of syllabus contract DUE 
Watch Adichie TED Talk “The Danger of a Single Story” 

  Discuss Mintz excerpt and Adichie 
  Diversity Brainstorm 
Homework:  Read Yokota article (posted on Moodle) 
  Read “Race Matters”  article (posted on Moodle) 

 
Monday 10.5 

In Class: Watch Solomon TED Talk “Love No Matter What” 
  Discuss Solomon along with articles by Yokota, Myers, and Myers 
Homework: Complete Reflection Assignment (Due in class 10/7) 

 
Wednesday 10.7 

In Class: Reflection Assignment DUE 
Introduction to folklore 

  Folklore read-aloud 
Homework: Complete Folklore Text Share (Due in class 10/12) 

 
Monday 10.12 

In Class: Folklore Text Share Assignment DUE 
  Discussion of texts chosen for text share 
  Presentation Proposal Workshop 
Homework:  Complete Presentation Proposal (Due in class 10/14, late proposals not accepted) 

  Read Part One Wizard of Oz, Preface-END of Chapter “XI: The Wonderful  
Emerald City of Oz” 

 
Wednesday 10.14 

In Class: Presentation Proposals DUE—NO late proposals will be accepted 
  Introduction to Guiding Questions Assignment 
  Discuss Part One Wizard of Oz 
Homework: Read Part Two of Wizard of Oz, from Chapter “XII: The Search For the Wicked  

Witch” to end of book 
Group A complete Guiding Questions for Part Two of Wizard of Oz (Due 10/19) 
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Monday 10.19 
In Class: Discussion of Part Two of Wizard of Oz led by Guiding Question Group A 
  Introduction to illustration theory/Molly Bang 
Homework:  Read Part One of Beezus and Ramona, Beginning- END of chapter 3 “Ramona  

and Ribsy”  
Group B complete Guiding Questions for Part One of Beezus and Ramona (Due 
10/21) 

 
Wednesday 10.21 

In Class:  Discussion of Part One of Beezus and Ramona led by Guiding Question Group B 
  Q&A for Presentations 
Homework: Read Part Two of Beezus and Ramona, Chapter 4: “Ramona and the Apples”- 

end of book 
  Group C complete Guiding Questions for Part Two of Beezus and Ramona (Due  

10/26) 
 
Monday 10.26 

In Class: Discussion of Part Two of Beezus and Ramona led by Guiding Question Group C 
  Presentation Workshop 
Homework: Read Corduroy 
  Group D complete Guiding Questions for Corduroy (Due 10/28) 

 
Wednesday 10.28 

In Class: Discussion of Corduroy led by Guiding Question Group D 
  Presentations 
Homework:  Complete Decades Picture Book Text Share (Due 11/2) 

 
Monday 11.2 

In Class: Decades Picture Book Text Share DUE 
  Discuss Text Share books 
  Presentations 
Homework: Complete Illustration Assignment (Due 11/4) 
  Read My Many Colored Days 

 
Wednesday 11.4 

In Class: Illustration Assignment DUE 
  Discuss My Many Colored Days 
  Presentations 
Homework: Read Part One of Esperanza Rising, Beginning-END of chapter “Las  

Almendras/Almonds” 
  Group E complete Guiding Questions for Part One of Esperanza (Due 11.9) 

 
Monday 11.9 

In Class: Discussion of Part One of Esperanza Rising led by Guiding Question Group E 
  Presentations 
Homework:  Read Part Two of Esperanza Rising, Chapters “Las Ciruelas/Plums” to end of  

book (by 11.16) 
  Group A complete Guiding Questions for Part Two of Esperanza (Due 11.16) 
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Wednesday 11.11 
NO CLASS in honor of Veterans Day Holiday. Please note campus will be closed 
this day and no services will be open/available. 

 
Monday 11.16 

In Class: Discussion of Part Two of Esperanza Rising led by Guiding Question group A 
  Presentations 
Homework:  Read We Are In a Book 
  Group B complete Guiding Questions for We Are In A Book (Due 11.18) 

 
Wednesday 11.18 

In Class: Discussion of We Are In A Book led by Guiding Question Group B 
  Presentations 
Homework: Read Part One of Brown Girl Dreaming, beginning-pg 159 
  Group C complete Guiding Questions for Part One Brown Girl Dreaming (Due  

11.23) 
 
Monday 11.23 

In Class: Discussion of Part One of Brown Girl Dreaming led by Group C 
  Presentations 
Homework: Read Part Two of Brown Girl Dreaming, 160-end of book 
  Group D complete Guiding Questions for Part Two Brown Girl Dreaming (Due  

11.25) 
 
Wednesday 11.25 

In Class: Discussion of Part Two of Brown Girl Dreaming led by Group D 
  Presentations 
Homework:  Read Mix It Up 
  Group E complete Guiding Questions for Mix It Up (Due 11.30) 

 
Monday 11.30 

In Class: Discussion of Mix It Up led by Guiding Question Group E 
  Presentations 
Homework:  Complete Connecting Texts Assignment (Due in class 12.2) 

 
Wednesday 12.2 

In Class: Connecting Texts Assignment DUE 
  Course Goal/CLO Essay Workshop 
Homework: Complete Course Goal/CLO Essay. This essay is due by 4pm on Monday 12.7.  

You should submit a hard copy of the essay to my mailbox, found in CEN 457  
BEFORE 4pm on 12.7. If you prefer to submit your essay in person, you may  
submit it directly to me in my office, CEN 439L, between 2-4 pm on Monday  
12.7. I will not accept essays via email submission, so please plan accordingly.  
Please note that unless in the case of a documented emergency, no late essays  
will be accepted for credit. 

 
           

 


